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Dear Charter Oak Families: 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are already in our third week of school! I want to welcome you all to a new and 
exciting school year with my best wishes to everyone. Let me also express my sincere and special welcome to 
those who are new to Charter Oak this year. You join a truly remarkable community! 
 

In these initial days I have already felt the immense sense of pride that students, families, and staff have about 
our school. We are proud of our diversity, we are proud of our commitment to a first-class education for all 
students, we are proud of the partnership the school and the community have created, and we are proud of the 
hope that our IB school brings to all of us. 
 

I would like to invite all of you to strengthen our partnership this year by working together on the common 
goal of having a school that supports our children’s education, well-being, and growth. Please continue with 
your involvement through the many opportunities for collaboration that the school offers. We want to hear 
your voice, your ideas, your concerns, and your opinions. Please join our wonderful PTO! 
 

In the past couple of weeks you had the opportunity to enjoy our “Curriculum Nights.” This was a good 
occasion to meet with your child’s teachers and familiarize yourself with the curriculum and activities offered 
at each grade level. 
 

This week, and in the weeks ahead, our families and staff will have the chance to come together to support our 
students and our school in many different ways. Please join us on Friday, September 22nd as we wear white 
(to symbolize peace) and celebrate the United Nations’ International Day of Peace with student and guest 
presenters and to plant our pinwheels for peace. This year’s theme, Together for Peace, will support our IB 
Mission to make the world “a better and more peaceful place.” Also in September, on the 28th, our community 
will get together while enjoying local ice cream and fresh squeezed lemonade served by “COIA celebrity 
scoopers and squeezers” at the Ice Cream Social. So please come and enjoy the school garden and playground 
while you learn more about the PTO and our IB school! 
 

With the work of our wonderful staff and your critical support I am certain that we will continue our path of 
growth to make sure that Charter Oak International Academy is a great place for each of our students. My best 
wishes for the year and our profound appreciation for your support. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Juan A. Melián 

Principal 
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Queridas Familias de Charter Oak: 
 

¡Resulta difícil creer que ya estamos en la tercera semana de escuela! 

Quiero darles la bienvenida a todos a un nuevo y emocionante año escolar expresándoles mis mejores deseos 
para cada uno de ustedes. Permítanme también dar una bienvenida muy especial a aquellos que son nuevos 
en Charter Oak. Ellos se unen a una comunidad realmente especial. 
 

En estos primeros días ya he sentido el profundo sentimiento de orgullo que nuestros estudiantes, nuestras 
familias y nuestro personal tienen sobre Charter Oak. En Charter Oak estamos orgullosos de nuestra 
diversidad, de nuestro compromiso con ofrecer una educación de primera clase para todos nuestros 
estudiantes, de la alianza que nuestra escuela y la comunidad han creado, y de la esperanza que nuestra 
escuela de IB nos ofrece. 
 

Me gustaría invitarles a todos ustedes a reforzar esta alianza durante el presente año, trabajando juntos en 
nuestro objetivo común de tener una escuela que apoye la educación de nuestros hijos, su bienestar y su 
crecimiento como seres humanos. Por favor, continúen con su presencia en la escuela a través de las 
múltiples oportunidades de colaboración que Charter Oak ofrece. Queremos oir su voz, sus ideas, sus 
preocupaciones y sus opiniones. ¡Únase a nuestro PTO! la organización de padres en la escuela. 
 

En estas dos semanas pasadas ustedes han tenido la oportunidad de disfrutar de las dos Noches de Currículo 
que ofrecimos donde tuvieron la ocasión de conocer a los profesores de sus hijos y familiarizarse con el 
Programa de Estudios y las actividades que se ofrecen en cada grado. 
 

Esta semana y las que vienen, las familias y el profesorado de nuestra escuela tendrán la ocasión de unirse 
para apoyar a nuestros estudiantes de maneras diversas. Por favor consideren venir el viernes 22 de 
septiembre y vestir de blanco, para simbolizar paz, y celebrar el Día Internacional de la Paz de las Naciones 
Unidas. En este acto habrá oradores invitados y estudiantes seleccionados y plantamos nuestros "molinillos 
para la paz." El tema de este año, Juntos por la Paz, apoyará nuestra misión del Bachillerato Internacional 
(IB, International Baccalaureate) de hacer que el mundo sea "un lugar mejor y más pacífico". 
 

También en septiembre, el día 28, nuestra comunidad se reunirá para disfrutar de helado y limonada fresca 
servida por “Celebridades de COIA” en el jardín de la escuela, una oportunidad muy agradable de conocer 
más sobre la Asociación de Padres (PTO) y sobre nuestra escuela IB. 
 

Con el trabajo de todos nuestros maestros y profesionales y su ayuda inestimable estoy seguro de que 
continuaremos nuestros camino de crecimiento y de hacer de Charter Oak un lugar fantástico para cada uno 
de nuestros estudiantes. 
 

Mis mejores deseos para el año y nuestra más sentida gratitud por su ayuda. 
 

Con todo mi afecto, 
 
 
 

Juan A. Melián 

Principal 
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     PEACE DAY 2017 
 

“Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be 
achieved by understanding.” 

 – Albert Einstein  
 

Every year, Charter Oak International Academy 
joins millions of people around the world to 
celebrate the International Day of Peace. “Peace 
Day” was established by a United Nations 
resolution in 1981, and in 2002, declared September 
21 as the permanent date. Due to the observance of 
Rosh Hashanah, and the forecast for rain on 
Wednesday, this year’s Peace Day celebration will 
take place Friday, September 22nd at 8:30 am on 
the Compass Rose.  
 
At Charter Oak, students, staff, and families gather 
around the flagpole to pledge our commitment to 
creating a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect.  Everyone 
recites a peace pledge together.  Students create 
“pinwheels for peace” which they decorate with 
words and images describing their visions of peace 
and “plant” around the school grounds.  This event 
is a beautiful reminder of our school community’s 
commitment to peace. 
 
As an International Baccalaureate World School, 
Charter Oak encourages students to become active, 
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand 
that other people, with their differences, can also be 
right. Our students study issues of global 
significance, resolve to find peaceful solutions, and 
take action towards a better future for themselves 
and others. 

 
The theme of this year’s International Day of Peace 
is “Together for Peace: Respect, Safety and Dignity 
for All.”   Our program will focus on this theme as 
we emphasize the importance of respecting each 
other’s differences and being open-minded to varied 
perspectives.  
 
Please join us as we commit to work together to 
make the world a better and more peaceful place. 

 
Kirsten Sanderson 
IB Coordinator 
                     
   

Spotlight on ICT:  

Student Video Announcements   
 

"Tune in" on most Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays to 
see our students in action through the Student Video An-
nouncements. They are posted on our school web-
site charteroak.whps.org/video or you can go to our main 
page charteroak.whps.org and the link is on our main 
page.   

The video announcements help build a positive sense of 
community morale as students, families, and staff all share 
in conversations about what they see on the announce-
ments. These videos showcase student reporters who share 
stories about other students who are living our IB Learner 
Profiles and Attitudes as role models for each other. They 
preview and review school events and provide discussion 
topics to help develop the home/school connection. Par-
ents are encouraged to watch the video announcements at 
home with their children.  
  
The video announcements also provide many learning 

opportunities for students to share Action, be inspired by 

thoughtful quotes and questions, learn about current 

events, hear from inspirational public figures, and they 

give an opportunity for students to hone their presentation 

skills. We make constant connections to literacy with dis-

cussions and activities about editing and revising. Togeth-

er, we work on writing, reading fluency and expression, 

volume, clarity, as well as non-verbal communication in-

cluding making eye contact and gesturing. We reflect on 

challenges and successes and set goals for future record-

ings. More than anything, the video announcements fill 

students with pride.  

 

Diana Coyne 

Information and Communications Technology 

http://charteroak.whps.org/video
http://charteroak.whps.org/
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     Welcome back for another wonderful year!  This 

is just a reminder to all Charter Oak parents to 

please send in a change of clothing for your child to 

keep in his/her locker.  Include a shirt, pair of pants 

or sweatpants, underwear and socks.  Thank 

you! 

 

 

 

 

     If your child has a fever, vomiting or diarrhea, 

they may not return to school until 24 hours after 

symptoms have ended, without the use of Tylenol 

or Motrin.  Also, if your child has been started on 

antibiotic medication, he or she must stay home for 

the first 24 hours of taking this medicine.  This is 

our district's policy, for your child's safety, and for 

the safety of other children.  Children may remain 

contagious for 24 hours following an illness, and 

are at greater risk of getting another illness during 

this time.  Working together, we can keep your 

child healthy and the whole school healthy, too! 

Eileen McCormick, 

School Nurse 
 

Join us 
as Charter Oak celebrates the 

 
International Day of Peace 

Flagpole 
Friday, September 22, 2017 

8:30a.m. 
We encourage you to wear white. 

(Date change due to wind and rain forecast) 

   

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

6:00-7:30 p.m.  

 

1 Ticket = $1.00 

Fresh Squeezed Lemonade = 1 Ticket 

One scoop of ice cream = 1 Ticket 

Toppings are FREE! 

 

Bring your own reusable cup or bowl and get 

a bag of popcorn! 

  

  Have fun reconnecting with friends,          

teachers and staff. 

      Come and enjoy a fun evening! 

From the Nurse’s Room 

THANK YOU! 

To our wonderful PTO  for helping to assemble 

our First Day Packets and for the delicious 

luncheon they provided during our first week of 

school! 



5 The Globe   

  

  SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday, September 22, 2017 
International Day of Peace 

8:30 a.m. - Flagpole   
 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 
Rosh Hashanah - NO SCHOOL 

 
 

Monday, September 25, 2017 
STAR Assembly  

PK, K  and Gr. 1:  2:00 - 2:30 
Gr. 2 - 5:  2:45 - 3:15   

 
 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 
School Picture Day 

 
     

Thursday, September 28, 2017 
Ice Cream Social 
Outside Grounds  
6:00 - 7:30 pm 

 
 

Monday, October 9, 2017 
 Columbus Day - NO SCHOOL 

 
 

Thursday, October 12, 2017 
Literacy Night 

6:30 PM 
 

Thursday, October 12, 2017 
Farmer’s Market 

3:20-4:30 
 
 

 What’s Cooking At  The FRC? 
 

 
 

 

 

 Welcome back everyone!  

     Family Resource Center Early Learning 

Playgroups, for  children ages bir th through four  

accompanied by a parent or caregiver, begin 

this Thursday, Sept. 14 at Charter Oak.  You are 

invited to  bring your little one and join us from 9 

to 10:30 AM for crafts, imaginative play, songs 

and snack. We'll continue to meet 

on Tuesday and Thursday mornings each week. 

The coffee pot will be going, there's no charge to 

participate and we'd love to see you.  

     Do you know someone who might like to learn 

English in the friendly and relaxed environment at 

the FRC?  Please send them our way. Our English 

for Families class will meet on Monday 

and Wednesday mornings from 9:00 to 

noon beginning Monday, Sept. 25. Team taught 

by Elizabeth Hanlon from West Hartford 

Continuing Education and Parent Educator  Robin 

Drago, English for Families is appropriate for 

all learners and children ages 2-5 years may attend 

with their parents. This class is offered at no charge 

and supervised activities for the children will be 

provided. English for Families offers English 

instruction, family literacy/parenting activities and 

job hunting skills. Field trips too! Families may 

stop in any time to register.  

     The Family Resource Center is located in Room 

150 in the Preschool Wing at Charter Oak. It's a 

great place to relax with a cup of coffee or tea. 

Please come by and say hello. We look forward to 

meeting you and your family.  

 

Deborah Zipkin  

Director   



Vacant Seat Program – 
Application Start date is 
Monday, October 2, 2017 

 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat 
program utilizes available space on school buses.  
This program allows students to ride buses, where 
space is available, who under the West Hartford 
Public Schools Transportation policy are not 
eligible for transportation.  No additional bus 
stops are added to the routes for this program. 

Interested parents should contact the West 
Hartford Public Schools Transportation Office at 
(860)561-6647 for additional information on or 
after October 2nd.  Requests are taken in this 
office by telephone on a first come, first served 
basis starting at 8:00 am.  
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Welcome to the  

Literacy Center ! 
 

 

      The Literacy Center staff includes the Reading 
Specialist - Marcie Redden, Early Intervention teacher 
- Leigh Eppinger, and Literacy tutors - Barbara 
McBrien and Mary Ann Muccino.   
 
     In the Literacy Center, students are taught the 
skills and strategies necessary to access grade level 
content in a small group setting.  They are instructed 
in the areas of phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension in 
order to become independent, strategic 
readers. 
 
Phonemic Awareness - the ability to orally compose a 
sequence of sounds and 
manipulate these sounds to form words.   
Phonics - the ability to recognize the relation between 
written language (letters) and 
spoken language (sounds). 
Fluency - the ability to read orally with speed, 
accuracy and proper expression.  It is the bridge 
between word recognition and comprehension. 
Vocabulary - the ability to use words orally and in 
written communication by applying 
word meaning effectively.  There are four types of 
vocabulary: listening and speaking 
(oral), reading and writing. 
 
 

Comprehension - the ability to apply meaning to 
what is read.  It is a strategic 
process that enables readers to make connections and 
move beyond literal recall. 
 
In the coming  months we will delve deeper into 
each of these five areas of reading and 
provide engaging activities that you can use with 
your children at home to support their 
learning.  The district website also provides some 
wonderful ideas for supporting literacy at home - 
http://www.whps.org/academics 

 
You can also contact me at 

marcie_redden@whps.org with any questions.  

 

Marcie Redden 
Reading Specialist 

 

 

Before School Safety Procedures 

 Students arriving for before school activities 

such as band, orchestra or chorus should be 

dropped off at 7:35 a.m.  

 Students arriving for breakfast should be 

dropped of at 8:05 a.m. 

 Students arriving for the normal school day 

should be dropped off at 8:20 a.m. 

 

Your child’s safety is important to us. 

There is no supervision on the grounds until this 

time.  Thank you for your co-operation! 

http://www.whps.org/academics
mailto:marcie_redden@whps.org
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Peace In, Peace Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     At the beginning of last year Mr. Melián told us 

that one of the main reasons the International 

Baccalaureate schools were developed was to teach 

peace.  What a wonderful beginning!  At Charter 

Oak we know how important peace is.  Our new 

school mascot is “Peace” the dove.   A big, 

beautiful dove is on the wall as you walk in the 

office entrance of the school.  We are practicing 

peaceful breathing.  We are trying to speak and act 

peacefully.  Our goal is to live peacefully: all the 

time, with everyone. 

     On Friday, September 22 we will celebrate 

Peace Day.  We believe it is important for us to 

choose a day to re-commit ourselves to living in 

peace.  We also believe that peaceful living only 

works if we concentrate on it every day.  It is part of 

our language and thinking here at school.  We 

notice that many of the IB Learner Profiles and 

Attitudes are connected to living peacefully—being 

caring, respectful, open-minded, principled.   

    You can help build peace at home by talking 

about it in your families.  You can ask yourselves 
and your children, “What is a peaceful thing to 
say?”  “What is a peaceful thing to do?”  “How can 

we live peacefully today?”  Together we can make 
this a more peaceful year, which will make life 
better for everyone. 

 

Chuck Hummel 
Social Worker 
 

 

Date/Event    Time                Location   

 

 

Monday, 9/18 

Orchestra - Gr. 5       7:45  Auditorium 

 

Wednesday 9/20 

Band - Gr. 5       7:45  Auditorium 

 

Thursday 9/21 

Rosh Hashanah - NO SCHOOL 

 

Monday, 9/25 

Orchestra - Gr. 5       7:45  Auditorium 

 

Wednesday, 9/27 

Band - Gr. 5       7:45  Auditorium 

  

 

Thursday, 9/28 

Chorus Gr. 4&5       8:00  Music Room 

 

Friday, 9/29 

Gr. 4 Field Trip       8:50-1:45 Westmoor Park 

 
    

 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

     Our lost and found will be located in the 

metal trunk to the right of the Office Entry 

doors.  At the end of each month, any un-

claimed items will be donated to charity.   

The Globe   



The Globe   8 

 WELCOME TO FOURTH GRADE! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fourth graders have had an exciting start to 

the school year. We have been working to build 
relationships with our peers through some fun team 
building activities. We have had mystery student 
‘snowball’ fights where we worked in teams to 
create slingshots that sent pom poms flying and we 
each brought in items about our lives to share 
through our biography in a bag project. 

We are just beginning to get started on our 
first units of the year. In math, we are building on 
our previous knowledge of place value. We will 
learn how to represent numbers in various ways 
such as: standard form (378), expanded form (300 + 
70 + 8) and word form (Three hundred seventy 
eight). We will then use this understanding to 
compare, order, and round numbers. We will also 
become familiar with using and computing numbers 
up to 1,000,000! 

In reading, we have been working on finding 
just right books, knowing when to abandon a book, 
discovering our interests in various genres of books, 
and learning about how to use and take care of our 
classroom libraries. We will soon begin our first 
unit on the elements of fiction. In this unit, we will 
explore character traits, motivations, and actions 
while considering point of view using specific 
evidence to support our responses to literature.  

In science, we are starting the year off with 
our unit on ecosystems. Through the inquiry process 
we will study how organisms depend on living and 
nonliving features of the environment for survival. 
We have several field trips coming up this fall 
where we will be exploring various factors found 
within an ecosystem including Spicebush Swamp, 
the MDC, Westmoor Park and Hammonasset 
Beach. 

Writing Workshop is well underway. We 
have been working on a writing challenge to 
increase our writing stamina to 40 minutes of 
focused writing time. We have personalized our 
writer’s notebook with a ‘Me Collage’ and started 
gathering topics to write about through heart maps 
and authority lists. 

 
 

 
 
Here is how a few of our 4th graders are        

feeling about the start of the year:  
 

 
I am feeling excited and energetic for this school 
year!  Lucas B.  
 
I am ready to learn something new.  Samaria G.  
 
I am excited to have a fun year and learn a lot.  
Eli V. 
 
I like that we have PE again in 4th grade.   
Diego S.  
 
I was scared and excited for the beginning of the 
school year.  Nate M.  
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ELC Lottery Applications 

 

The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School 
and Aiken Elementary School is now accepting 
applications for the 2018-2019 school year.  The 
program is family centered and has half day 
sessions that meet four days a week.  A lottery will 
be conducted in January. 

 

To be considered for the program, children 
must be three years old by September 1, 
2018, toilet-trained by the start of the school 
year and exhibit age-appropriate language, 
social and play skills. All applicants must 
participate in a play-based screening prior 
to being considered for the lottery selection.  

 

If you are interested, please contact Pam Macca at 
(860) 233-1455.  The application process will close 
on December 15, 2017.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Moving or Changing Schools? 

     If you have moved or are planning on moving 

to another address, it is necessary to contact the 

Residency Office and inform them of your new  

address.  You may reach them by calling (860)  

561-6620 or stop by their office at the Town Hall.  

News From The Gym 

 

In order to have a fun and safe experience in the 
gym and outside on the field, it is very important 
that students wear sneakers on days they have 
Physical Education. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER  

TO BRING 

YOUR SNEAKERS 

 

Mr. Horowitz/ Mrs. Shahverdian 

Physical Education Teachers 

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 

     Changes in dismissal plans do occur.  Please 

make every effort to contact your teacher(s) with 

any changes.   

     Students must leave school grounds immediate-

ly each afternoon, unless accompanied by an adult, 

as schools are not responsible for supervision of 

children after dismissal.  Children will: 

 Take the bus home 

 Walk home with written permission from par-

ents. 

 Be picked up promptly by parent or designated 

adult.   
ATTENDANCE 

 

If your child(ren) will be absent or tardy 

from school, please call our school office at 

(860) 233-8506. 

 If you are put into our voicemail system, 

press 1 to leave a recorded message. Please 

include the reason for the absence.  This pro-

cedure will eliminate incorrect absence re-

porting as well as unnecessary phone calls to 

your home.   



	
	

Join	us	…	
	

Monday,	September	18th	
7:00	p.m.	–	8:30	p.m.	

	

Charter	Oak	International	Academy	
425	Oakwood	Avenue,	West	Hartford	
(please	use	Oakwood	Avenue	entrance)	

	

								 	



Meet &  
Mingle 

Italian Ice 
& Fresh  

Lemonade 

Summer  
Reading Coupons  

= 1 ticket 



Parents and caregivers of children of all ages invited 
Limited to 8 participants.   

Fee:  $36  *Partial scholarships available
Please make checks payable to Bridge Family Center

To register, contact the FRC at 860.929.5575 
Registration deadline: September 21
The FRC is a program of the Bridge Family Center 

Meets 8 Fridays, Sept. 29 - Nov. 17  
9:30 AM to 11:00 AM 

At the Family Resource Center (FRC) 
Charter Oak International Academy 
425 Oakwood Avenue, West Hartford 

The Circle of Security® Parenting™ program is an 
8-week researched-based program that supports  
and strengthens a parent/caregiver’s ability to 
understand a child’s emotional needs and how 
best to respond and support those needs.

Through video examples, handouts and  
reflective dialogue, caregivers will explore their 
parenting/attachment experiences in a safe  
environment and build parenting skills to  
encourage healthy growth and development. 

Circle of Security®  will be facilitated by  
Kim Townsend, FRC Parent Educator and  
Amy Yarbrough, FRC Family Liaison 
Trained COS-P Facilitators

“Often our children’s needs  
are hidden in plain sight.”  
                              ~Bert Powell 

                Co-originator, Circle of Security

Family Resource Center Offers the   
Circle of Security® Parenting™ Program 

Dates & Location 

Important Information



 

1022 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06107 
www.bridgefamilycenter.org     860.521.8035       

We meet with your schools regularly to understand what is going on and how we can help.  
(mentoring, in-school counseling, support groups, emergency-response counselors)

We meet with your Police Department regularly and serve on your Juvenile Review Board to  
support prevention and intervention. (counseling/mentoring for at-risk/high-risk kids)

We operate your West Hartford Teen Center to keep teens connected & directed to positive choices.  

We operate your Family Resource Center to support young children and their caregivers. 
(Great by 8, play groups, parent support and education, parent leadership groups, developmental assessments, special events, etc.)

We provide Emergency Shelter for teens ages 13-17 who are homeless or who have run away.  
Note: 40% of homeless youth identify as LGBTQ. This Emergency Shelter information is important to share with local Gay Straight 
Alliances and others who support the LGBTQ community. 

We operate the West Hartford Counseling Center to support children, families, and adults.  
Our team includes a Licensed Substance Abuse Counselor and child psychiatrist. We accept private insurance, Medicaid, and Medicare. 

The Bridge Family Center has served as the Youth Service Bureau (YSB)  
for the Town of West Hartford for nearly four decades. We focus equally on  

prevention and intervention and are here to support children, adults, and families.



 



WEST HARTFORD YMCA FALL PROGRAMS 
Sports programs are held at St. Thomas Seminary, 467 Bloomfield Avenue in Bloomfield.  
Fees are $85/per child unless noted otherwise. Please visit us at westhartfordYMCA.org to 
register. Fall I runs from September 11th-October 29th, and Fall II runs from October 
30th-December 17th. For more information about our sports programs, please contact 
Thomas Faeth at 860.521.5830 ext. 14 or thomas.faeth@ghymca.org. 
Soccer League 

Fall I 

Ages 2-6 

Saturday mornings 

Times vary by age group 

T-ball League 

Fall I 

Ages 2-6 

Saturday mornings 

Times vary by age group 

Basketball League 

Fall II 

Ages 2-Grade 2 

Saturday mornings 

Times vary by age group 

Volleyball 

Fall I 

Grades 3-8 

Tuesday evenings 

Times vary by age group 

Archery 

Fall I & II 

Ages 7 & up 

Wednesdays 

5:00-5:45pm 

Lacrosse 

Fall I  

Ages 6-10 

Saturdays 

12:00-1:00pm 

Field Hockey 

Fall I 

Grades 3-8 

Tuesday evenings 

Times vary by age group 

Sports of All Sorts 

Fall I 

Ages 2-3 

Saturday  

10:30-11:30am 

Chess Club 

Fall I & II 

Grades K-8 

Saturdays 

11:00am-1:00pm 

Fee: $50/child 

Water Discovery  
Parent must join child in pool  

Friday 5:30-6:00pm 
 Saturday 11:00-11:30am  

Preschool Swim  
 

Water Acclimation (Level 1)  
Friday 6:00–6:30pm 

 Saturday 11:00–11:30am  
Saturday 12:30–1:00pm  

 
Water Movement (Level 2) 

Friday 6:30-7:00pm  
Saturday 11:30-12:00pm 
 Saturday 1:30-2:00pm  

 
Water Stamina (Level 3) 

Friday 7:00-7:30pm  
Saturday 12:00-12:30pm  

Youth Swim 
 

Water Acclimation (Level 1) 
Friday 5:30–6:10pm  

Saturday 11:30am–12:10pm  
Saturday 1:00–1:40pm  

 
Water Movement (Level 2) 

Friday 6:10–6:50pm  
Saturday 12:10–12:50pm  

 
Water Stamina (Level 3) 

Friday 6:50-7:30pm  
Saturday 12:50–1:30pm  

Vacation Camp 
 Location: St. Thomas Seminary  

Grades: K-5  
Dates: September 21st,  

October 9th, November 7th  
December 26th—29th  
Time: 7:00am-6:00pm  

Fees: $50/day  
Pre-registration is required.  

After School Program  
Serving Kids in all West Hartford  
Public Schools  
Location: St. Brigid School,  
100 Mayflower Street, West Hartford 
Time: (including early dismissal Wed)  
Program begins at school dismissal  
and ends at 6:00pm.  
Transportation not included.  

WEST HARTFORD YMCA    12 N Main Street, West Hartford , CT 06107                                                                                                                                                

860.521.5830 I westhartfordYMCA.org I Like us on Facebook @West Hartford YMCA                                                                                                                                                   

Kids Night Out  
Location: St. Thomas Seminary 

Ages: 5-12  
Dates: September 8th,  

October 6th, November 3rd,  
December 1st  

Time: 6:00–9:00pm  
Fees: $20 for the first child  

$5/additional child  
 

Swim lessons are held at the 
Mandel JCC,  
335 Bloomfield Avenue,  
West Hartford.  
Fees: Water Discovery —$84  
(Ages 6mo-3 years)  
Preschool Swim —$84  
(Ages 3-5)  
Youth Swim —$89  
(Ages 6-10)  

For more information about aquatics,  
please contact Travis Morse at 860.653.5524 or travis.morse@ghymca.org.  

For more information about child care, please contact Cheryl Swett at 860.462.6209 or cheryl.swett@ghymca.org. 



 



Mentor Today, Make a Difference Tomorrow.

Together we can make a difference. A partnership of business and community. 

MENTORING 101

Learn more about mentoring and how 
YOU can make a difference in the life 
of a young person. Hear first-hand how 
mentoring works.

West Hartford Public Schools  
Fall Mentor Program Workshop 

    

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 
6:30 – 7:45 p.m.** 
Conard High School
110 Beechwood Road, West Hartford
(enter Conard’s main entrance - signage 
will direct you to room 169)

**Please join us for light refreshments at 6:15 p.m.

This session facilitated by Dr. Susan Weinberger will:

• Highlight program guidelines

• Discuss why mentoring is vital in our schools

• Provide tools and strategies to become an effective
mentor

• Hear panelists share about their experiences

Dr. Susan Weinberger
President, Mentor Consulting Group 
Dr. Weinberger, better known as “Dr. Mentor,” has been 
recognized for her expertise in establishing, maintaining 
and evaluating youth and adult mentoring programs for 
schools, colleges, corporations and communities and 
school-to-work initiatives. 

Hosted by: Carol Wilkas 
West Hartford Public Schools 
Mentor Program Coordinator

For more information and to register, 
please call (860) 231–6009.

Improve Attitude

Build Self-Esteem

Raise  
Academic Performance

Prepare the Workforce 
of the future

Increase School Attendance

Promote Self Respect



 

 

IMPORTANT CHANGES TO DROP OFF ZONES AND PARKING 

AREAS AROUND CHARTER OAK SCHOOL 

 

Welcome back to Charter Oak International Academy from your School Security Officer, 

Dawn Lascari!  As you undoubtedly noticed, over the summer, the areas for parking and 

drop off at the school have been modified. The new improvements were a result of 

suggestions made by Principal Melián and myself, as well as, a safety assessment 

conducted by the Town’s Engineering Department.  The changes are outlined below: 

 

 The west side of Oakwood Avenue (school side) has been 

designated a “drop off only” zone.  During morning drop off, no 

parking is allowed within this marked area; it is simply a “drop 

and go” zone.  We ask that caregivers not exit their vehicles 

when using this option. We also request that students have 

their school items together prior to vehicles stopping within the 

lane.  This will allow students to quickly exit and will ensure 

that this lane remains an efficient means of dropping students off.  

* During afternoon pickup, caregivers are allowed to park in this area. 

 

 

 The east side of Oakwood Avenue (side opposite the school) is 

now designated a “no stopping or standing” area during school 

hours.  This means that even if the driver remains inside the 

vehicle, drivers are not permitted to park, pull over or drop off 

students on this side.  This important change was instituted to 

ensure pedestrian safety and to reduce traffic congestion on 

Oakwood Avenue.   



 

 The parking lot located near the corner of Oakwood and Flatbush Avenues is 

designated for use by parents of Pre-K students only. 

 

 For parents who feel more comfortable walking younger students to the doors of 

the school, parking is available along almost the entire north side of Flatbush 

Avenue (school side).  Additional parking is available on the south side of Sidney 

Avenue (school side), excluding the areas marked for drop off.  It should be 

noted that parking on Oakwood Avenue is allowed near the Pre-K lot extending 

to the intersection of Flatbush and Oakwood Avenues on the west side. A small 

section of parking is also available prior to entering the Oakwood Avenue drop off 

zone (located closer to Sidney Avenue).  

 

 Additionally, the drop off zone located near the main office can also be utilized by 

caregivers as a ‘drop and go” area.  

 

 Parking and/or drop off on the north side of Sidney is not permitted. The south 

side of Flatbush Avenue is posted as a no parking zone.  

 

 

                   THANK YOU FOR YOUR ANTICIPATED COOPERATION! 

 

DROP OFF PROCEDURES CONTINUED…

 


